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EXCERPT  FROM  A  LETTER  OF  L.  W.  RODENBERG  TO  MR.  IRWIN 

6/12/53 


"One  of  our  readers  (an  -.S.3.  alumna )  died  recently  and  her 

( 

husband.  Dr.  Baysinger  of  Grand  Tower,  Ill.,  assisted  by  his  son, 
responded  to  my  request  for  facts  about  the  departed  to  be  published 
in  our  obituary  section.  The  sketch  is  a  kind  of  classic —  the 
testimony  of  a  seeing,  professional  man  to  his  non-seeing  wife's 
graces  as  a  home-maker,  mother,  and  citizeness.  You  have  perhaps 
an  editor,  librarian,  or  sociologist  on  your  staff  v/ho  might  be 
interested." 
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Grand  Tower,  Ill*, 
June  4th,  1 

Mr*  L,W#Bodenberg, 

East  State  Street, 

J  aoksonvlll© ,  Ill  * , 

near  sirs- 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  May  12th,  I  on  glad 

to  furnish  you  a  brief  account  of  Mrs*  Bay  singer*  s  life  vliich 

you  may  use  for  ijublieationin  your  magazine* 

Martha  Ella  Baysinger  (nee  Congleton),  was  bom 
* 

March  21st,  18^7  at  Staunton,  Indiana,  She  was  the  fourth  of 

„*  ?  ***  y*  •V5® 

sis:  children  bom  to  William  E.  and  Margaret  Congleton*  Those 
children  were  Elisabeth,  John,  Frank,  Martha,  Agues  and  Willia®, 
Agnes  (Mrs*  Agnes  Galnow)  is  the  only  member  of  that  family 
survuY  I «  £> 

^  art  ha  attended  school  during  the  few  months  it  was 
customary  for  it  to  be  held  each  year,  attaining  proficiency 
in  the  three  wftfsn*  At  the  age  of  eight,  while  playing  one  day. 


Martha’s  younger  brother  William  threw  a  stick  which  struck 
Martha  in  the  left  eye.  She  injury  was  great  enough  to  cause 
complete  loss  of  sight  in  that  eye,  and  due  to  shock  and  lack 
of  proper  medical  attention,  in  a  comparatively  short  time, 
the  sight  in  the  right  eye  was  completely  lost  also. 

Hot  long  after  Martha’s  misfortune,  the  family 
moved  to  Southern  Illinois,  locating  at  Grand  lower,  on  the 
Missis  si  px  i  Elver.  Grand  lower  was  a  thriving  river  tov.n  in 
those  days,  and  the  father  and  brothers  found  plenty  of  employ¬ 
ment  at  the  carpenter  trade. 

Martha  was  sent  to  Jacksonville  to  attend  the 
Illinois  School  for  the  Blind.  While  there,  she  studied  voice 
and  the  piano  in  addition  to  the  required  course  of  study,  and 
afber  graduation  taught  both  for  several  years. 

In  Becemtrer  1886  she  married  I)r.  M.V..  Boy  singer,  a 
young  physician.  To  this  union  wore  bom  five  children,  Helen, 
Hillard  W.Jr.,  RaX£*h  W.  and  Hath,  who  are  twins^  and  Maude . 

Helen  died  of  diphtheria  at  the  age  of  throe  but  the  other 
four  t£c  living,  having  families  of  their  own. 

Mrs*  Baysinger  led  an  -unusually  active  life  and 
had  many  interests.  She  was  of  a  cheerful  disposition  and  never 
seeded  to  permit  the  handicap  of  total  blindness  to  thwart  her 
ambitions.  She  filled  the  role  of  wife  and  mo  the;:-  in  a  most 
capable  manner,  rearing  four  children  end  being  an  inebriation 
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and  helpful  companion  to  her  ha  stand.  In  her  homelife  she  had 
accompli  shn  ent  s  that  many  women  with  perfect  sight  often  fail 
to  attain*  She  could  cool:,  hake,  knit  a®.  crochet  raid  dam,  as 
wellass  any  average  housewife  and  in  all  these  she  required  no 
more  assistance  than  anyone  with  sight  would  nave  repaired. 

For  example  she  attended  to  her  own  measurements  when  cooking 
or  taking  and  could  thread  a  needle  as  adeptly  as  anyone* 

As  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  she  took 
an  active  part  in  all  church  activities,  being  at  times  organist^ 
Sunday  School  Superintendent,  and  holding  many  of  the  church 
offices,  flie  W.C.2*U*  also  claimed  much  of  hex*  time,  as  she 
was  a  very  ardent  temperance  worker  and  was  president  of  the 
local  organisation  for  many  years. 

Her  interest  in  education  never  waned.  She  was 
al way sint crested  in  school  affairs  and  seldom  missed  a 
par  ent -teacher*  e  meeting.  In  addition,  for  her  own  betterment, 
she  took  many  correspondence  courses  offered  for  the  blind  on 
such  subjects  as  Bnglish  and  Psychology*  In  these  courses  she 
made  out  any  necessary  reports  on  an  Underwood  portable 
typewriter,  the  operation  of  which  she  mastered  vifcen  past 
sixty-five  years  of  age* 

Hrs  Bay  singer  died  April  4th,  l?3y  fro©  a  eonpli- 
cation  of  diseases  which  bad  kept  tlber  in  a  hospital  bed  for 


nearly  a 
on  cl  many 


ycar*  ^QT  passing  is  not  only  a  loss  to  her  relatives 
trienus,  but  one  that  is  felt  by  the  entire  section 


in  which  she  lived. 


^hashing  you  for  your^  condolence  and  ho.  ing  this 


outline  nay  be  of  some  assistance  to  y.-u,  I  am 


Most  sincerely. 
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